.

The lumberjack strides up to the mighty tree. His axe flashes in the sunlight.
'CHUNK!'  The tree shivers. Presently it falls. It floats down to the saw-mills.
It's sawn up. ked through hoppers to a grindstone. Chemically cooked. Shipped to the
paper mill. -
Gsparto grass is gathered on a plentetion. It's shipped to the paper mill, It's
Julped. Added to the wood-pulp in a beater. It's beaten. Colour's adfied. And size.
1t's refined. Goes to the Foundrinier, on the wire shaker....under the Dandy rsll..
».couched to-wet felt...pressed...reversing press..dry felt..drying cylinders..Nips..
de-staticised..slit and reeled...chopped to Dble FCap...through the Salle..wrapped.
It's despatched to the merchant. Cut to foolscap size. Sold to the stationer. Sold by
him. Then WE start on it. 4ll that, end what do you get?
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NEW READEkS BEGIN HEHE

In 1948, ABNWEfi.F.SLALER, enthusiastic fan who also works for the Army,
decide.s to form a SCIENCE FANTASY SOCIELY, during a leave co-opts a COMUWITTEE. This
Committee, 211 old fans in whom the first fine fever has a2ll but died try to raise
ENTHUSIaSa in the COUNTRY, but cannot obtein workirg co-operation. The Committee
gradually dissolves, leuving one VINCENT CLARKE, editor of the infrequent JOURNAL to
also serve as acting Secretary, Litrarian, ete.etc. By a stroke of insane cunning, he
unlouds the post of Treasurer on to the shoulders of H.KEN BULMER, but unable to find
other suckers, decides that no one cares for a Society as such. He asks members their
opinion. NOVW READ ON

Those two rosy glows in the sky are Ken Bulmer and self blushing. Of the
letters received, hardly any thought that the SFS need continue if we kept on the
*S.F. News', and we've received a number of compliments on same. Therefore, the NEWS
will stey, on & slightly more personal and irresponsible basis, will continue to be
independent of any organisation o commercial enterprise (tho' we'll give publicity
and other help to such orgunisations), and will continue to supply fens with quotes
and notes on the latest news and reviesws. We should like to record here that we do
espreciate, more than our synopsis might imply. the efforts of Committee members and
other funs, but we do hereby declare the Science Fantasy Society to be dead.....end
lying down.

Now, we'd love to enlarge our egos by broadcasting our stuff hither and
yon, hand out SFHews to all who wanted it, ete. Unfortunately, that lumberjack at the
top of the page has to have his flupjacks und coffee, so we've arranged that every
time we use his services, we'll puy fr his eats. We're sure you'l. want %o help us
in this worthy cause. hen Bulmer's worxed out that 64 per issue will do, has further
calculated that & issues will cost 2/6d. We're therefors fixing the Subscription at
that sum, (or one US prozine for three issues, o on exchange with other fanzines).

help our Fund for Hungry Lumberjacks by sending 2/6d to =+ 84, DRAYTON
PaRK, HIGHBURY, LONDON, N.S.x (but pleass address to A, Vincent Clarke.or H.Ken Bulmer,
as our landlady used to be a lumberjack and we're helping her enough already.)

PQLICY CHANGE SFN will welcome not only articles, news, quotes, and your
letters, but will teke short humorous and/or satirical s-f stories too....... . e o but
until we go printed, pleuse write under 1,500 words...if possible, AVC,

S, F.¥%43. EDITOR:-&. VINCEANT CLaRKE SUB-EDITOR:- H.KEN BULMER. ADDRESS AS ABOVE x




THE N&CO NI

Derek Pickles, well known Northern fan and editor of 'PHANTASMAGORIA',
(known as 'pht' in London circles), announces that a North Eastern S-F Conference
will be held in Bradford on Sunday, October 14th.

Guests sf Honour will be Joyce and Ken Slater, who are staying with Derek
for a few days at that time. He hopes that 50 to 60 guests will be present, inecluding
several authors, and the usual auction will be held. hmongst donations already
received for the latter are NEW WORLDS originael illustrations, an ASF originel, books,
(including autogrephed copies) and magazines.

The NECOM fee is 2/6d, which includes attendence and all the usual benefits.
A souvenlr programme will be sent to all members. Derek's sister Mavis is acting as
Con. Secretary, and all contributions of cash or material should be sent to her st
41, Compton Street, Dudley Hill, Bradford, YORKS.

Incidentally, Derek announces that the NECON will (definitely) show that
femous film METKOPOLIS !

Local newspaper reporters are expected to be present,
supperttheNECONSupporttheNSCONsupport theNECONsupporttheNSCONsupporttheNECONsupportit.

DE CasP VISITS THE LONDON CIKCLE

L.8prague de Camp, famous author of s-f and articles
in s-f magazines landed in Britain on Saturday, 8th
September, to begin a month's European holiday,

A number of London fans gathered at the WHITE HORSE
that night to greet him, and soon after being intro-
duced by Ted Carnell, de Camp sitting next te a

glass of bewr, was surrdunded by a serd-ocirele of fans
and was answering a steady fire of questions at length
end with the good humour that glows in all his stories.

Astonished Londoners heard him declaiming Shekespeare
in Elizebethan English, substantiating his claim (in
'Lenguage for Time Travellers') that Scottish and
american accents would be more intelligible to the Bard than current Southern English.

Startled Anglo-Saxons heard the reason for the 'Vishmu' series being set
in & Brezilian-dominated future; the Brazilians consider that if present power-poli-
£ end explosively, their vast, rich, undeveloped country is most likely to be the
next world-power. also, it's an answer to those critics who complain of the eternal

nglo/american leadership common to s-f stories of the future.

Suprised s-f fans heard something of the internal working of the field;
heard a conversation that ranged from double~stars to Roman ruine; wandered dizzily
into the night. De Camp proposed to pay another visit to the White Horse on Thursdey,
Sept. 13th, also a farswell one at the end of his tour.

Byebrows will be worn arched this month, and underneath them a beam of
welcome for the astounding Sprague de Camp!

lestdarknessfallgenushomowheelsofifundesiredprincessdivideandruleincompleteenchanter

Galn &Y CoanG3S OulNBRSHIP ?

nceording to latest U.S. reports, GALAXY, whose rocketing rise has been
u major feature of the s-f magazine field during the past 18 months has temporarily
ceased publicetion. It is said that a foreign financing compeny withdrew their -
support from the publishers, and the magazine is now for sale. It is fairly certain
that 'G' will ve continued under a new ownership, but what effect this will have on
its gemeral policy, word-rates (highest in the field) and other details it is imposs-
ible to estimate.

Practically any change, unless in the art department, is likely to be
dangerous to it's present high standard, and we hope that whoever publishes the °®
zine in future will alter it as little as possible and retain H.L.Gold's able editor-
ship,

g Hit by the suspension is British author 5ill Temple, who had just had
4 novelette accepted, whose '4 Sided-lriengle' (highly praised in 'G's book review)
might appear in Galaxy Novels....lets hope we'll still see them.

SUPBK SCLENCE 100!

ie ure informed that 'Super Science', revived in late 48, has agaip
ceased publication. Opinions at to its merits vary very widely, some fans classing
it immediately after the Big lhree, but certainly it s friendly a?proach to fan@om,
superlative art department and it' s usually interesting and sometimes highly original

stories will be missed. _
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“THE MAN WHO DISPOSED GF THE MOON

when 'Picture Post' took-half-page ad.s in the 'Redjo Times' and
fiondon eve ning pupers, generally splashed an Astonishing Article, '48 Millien

wile Journey Inte Outer Space' (1ith August), fans expected something out of this
world. They were'nt disappointed. Illustrated by one Edgar Ainsworth, who is not. so
expert as Chesley Bonestell {by about 48 million milesg, the article, by Derek
Wragge dorley ((B.Sc., Ph.d., tho' it isn't mentiored)) stretohed over six pages
without mentioning the Moon, space-satellites, ustronautics by that name, the work

of the british Interplanstary Society, Venus or step-rockets.

It noted that '..Very few people realise that the greeness of Mars is
now believed...' to be illusory, thers being two cloud layers that cause the green.
'In the some way, we now know' ((our underline)) that there's practically no moist-
ure, that the 'cenals' are like'immense Calorads canyons'.

It mentioned the hazy surface of Mercury, the surface temperature of
Saturn, that Phoebe was its brightest moon, that no space-ship could travel through
such e mass of fast moving satellites and yet survive. The'highest yet' rocket had
risen 100 miles, a speed of § miles a second is necessary to escape from the Earth's
atmosphere, that rocket speeds of 4 miles per second have been achieved in small
scale experiments, and some day we might find living organisms on one of the nine
planets,

vie oan't quote all the article, but the above gives a fair idea of why
many fans spat on their hands ( being too refined to spit elsewhere), and wrote in.
Wwe might mention Philip Duerr here...he bogged down on his third single-space type~
written foolscap sheet, , being struck by a sudden doubt as to whether 'P.P.' would
publish it. Whet they did print ('We Are Attacked') was a 600 word extract from
arthur C.Clarke's letter, beginning "I would 1like to draw attention to the more
important of the numerous errors in your article on space-travel....". Arthur C,
courtecusly pointed out a dozen or so statements he thought were in srror, also
mentioned a few omisslons, signed the letter as a B.Se., F.R.A.S., and Chairman of
the B, I.8.

dorley thereupon came in swinging, standing firm on some of his *facts)
ignoring others, inferred thet Mdr. Clarke didn't know what he was telking ebeout,
called the Bal.S. a 'sooiety of dreamers' who mislead the publie through

>

2 une-
aware of the uwotual date in their particular field, in answer to another letter
expluined that he hadn't mentioned Venus because it was too hot for human hebit-
ation, and whut point was there in visiting u dead ioon?

There was « strained silenoe for the next osouple of days as friends
asalted the dull explosion that would be A.C.C. blowing his top. Actually, things
were getting serious. One mustn't say that & publio scolety 1s mlsleading people,
nor oust doubts on the solentific integrity of an authoerity on a subjeot,especolalyy
if thc neurest elementury text-book will agree with him. Further developments
are wruppod in Seorcoy....... dorley has sinse admitted the usefulness of the Moon,
in another urtiole on September 12th. Indeod. (ne might say he rather overdid it.
voncerning a 'Lunar Power Statlsn', he prephebled ' Vhen space-travel has brcught
the Earth's satellites into man's service...! Apparently, Luna will have some
bubies....and If This Goes On, se will some serious minded fans..... AVC

20$TSCRIPL Uredged from the correspondence in 'Picture Post' ( lot of free advert-
Tsing this issus}, we found e congratulatory letter from someone {a press agent?)
cemparing the spsce-ship in Ainsworth's illustrations to that in 'The Man From
Planet X'{(both have a sphere and a spike)) 'whose makers cleim{(sic)) to have
taken the highest scientific advice's.........one Alastair Dunlop criticised FP
because thers is no 'resisting atmosphere' in space, 'thereby ruling out the poss-
ibility of propulsion from one plenst to another' ({ a point Morley had overlooked))
«+...and the Assistant Secretary of the Science Fiction Association sent in his
congratulations. Filled with curiosity, we've written to the SFA..,not because of
the congratulations, tho' they add a certain piquancy to the thing...and are await-
ing details with understandable interestisv.enscoas.s

ot L e sl e s EX T o

a THE 'ZYRA’

5 Production of the ITIsC modsl Space-Ship kit in the
= N world, based on the model in 'Vihen %orlds Collide',

includes a pre-formed hull and a Jetex jet motor.
1It's being advertised in conneotion with WaC, No

s 2 L iprice or other details have been anmounced, as yet,
é— 2 22 S FE T but our reporter at the Model Engineering Exhibit.,
bk - B reports favoursbly on its appesarance.
<UOTE  "Looking through lonely letters I received in 1950, I find that most . *

came from men and wom&n'. DAILY HERALD,
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WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE
Produced by George Pal for Paramount. Cast inoludes Berbara Rush,
Boter Hunson, Richurd Derr. Technicul Adviser: Chesley Bonestell. Teochnicolox.

The Btor South-African astronomer Professor Bronson discovers a star,
'Bellus' and a p]nne%, 'Zyra', which sre heading towards Barth. Zyrs will pass ncar,
Bellus will collide. He sends his data via special courier Dave Rendell {oentral
chiracter) to Dr Hendron in New York, who checks, predicts end of the world in nins
months, With a staff of six hundred technicians, Hendron works to build & rocket-ship
with which t¢ lend on Zyra, financed in part by a fear-stricken millionaire.

Zyra passes, ocausing tidal wuves, eerthquakes, ete., that delay building,
The day before Bellus strikes Barth, a druw is held to determine whioh 40 men und women
will make the trip. The others riot, but the selected orew leaver, see the collisicn
from space, and land on 4yra where the atmosphere is found fit for human eonsumption.

SEN Commontbs  As WiWC and its sequel are accepted s-f-book classics, the
above is printad in full to show how nceirly the main film plot ceincides, tho! second-
ary details vary widely and unreasonably. the film has its points , is of course o
'must! for funs, but is ro. 'Destination ioon's Scientifie uccuraey is partly sacrificed
for humen interest, und thelatter is inevitably concentrated on the romantie troubles
of the hero {who disconcertingly resembles Danny Keye), rather than the spectecle of
cosmic collision and the efforts to escape from under.

The ussorted disasters during the passing of Zyra are interesting, far too
short, (wo seemcd to rocognise one volcanic eruption from 'Aloma of tha South Seas'!)
but thereafter the rest of humenity is almost ignored. No mobs besiege the building site.

The spaceship take-cff,from 2 highly spectaculur if seientifically quest-
ionable ramp under a hail of bullets and & lurid orange sky is so well done that the
sotual landing , in scenery reminiscent of Paul's 'Fggxastig'/'Amazing' baock-covers
ruther thun the usual detailed Bonestoll, is something of an anti-olimax. In the book,
the fube of st Toast two spuce-ships and a plentiful killing of characters sustained
suspeuse, lere all the organisms are in one basket, and it just hes to get through!

i have no news of any intended sequel at the time of writing (1I75/51), and probably
the difficultics of setting up an mlien landseuape wlll makes it impossible.
EITEE L LRI S22 LS R L 22T

PRESS COMMENT Only oomment available is from 'Picturegacr' {(July 28th)
which ren a page roviow, helf in piotures. The eritic (?), quoting U.S. reports on
tho film, completely missed the main point, the escape, culled it ! fantasy laced with
fatalism', 'plain doom’, and sigh 4 "or a 'sartian Betty Grable'. ((Love to see his
face when 'lkive! is shown hers..... .t wipes out everyone oxcept that number!))

The 'London Pavilion', which premiered 'Rocketship X' will scon show
‘The dan from Planet X'. according to reports, the films are of the same calibre. The
san, on unpleusant creuture with o head about 2'6" in diameter, arrives here in a space-
ship that would muko v good addition to Festival architecture, attempts to conquer
Eurth, curiously enough doesn't succeecd. =w##*x% 'The Duy the Eoarth Stood Still',coming
here soon, resembles Harry Bate's famous ASF story 'Farewell To The Master'!, features
robot ambussador to Earth, is apparently on fairly adult level.#s*d**x 0dd 12-part
scrial now running vhore serials ure shown is 'King of the Rocket Men', King being a
scientist with a personal rocket spparatus strapped to his back who has the job of
tracking down a truitor scicntist, The latter has one of those handy gadgets which show
far-off scenes without benefit of btransmitter, can transmit a voice without a receiver.
The effects are well done, but we doubt if they'll ever show New York being shaken to
the ground as per their posters. Pity. Bloodthirsty, that's us.

'The Man in the thite Suit' is a scientist who constructs supposedly indes-
tructible cloth, shows the effect on industry and finunce. The remarkable theme music
should become an s-f anthem. 8ociologically-minéed fans may like to pnnder the fact
that tho!' the colour question, V.D., alecoholism, insunity, etc., are treated seriously
in the cinema, current ecomomic policy can only be eriticised with s sugar-coating of
farce, as in this film and Chaplin's 'sonsieur Verdoux'.

'Vulley of the Eagles' features o scientist who starts by turning sound
into electricity, It's non s-f.

JUOLES FROM 'WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE! PUBLICITY Originally planned as De Mille eplc in
T34-——-Pal bought it from Paromount 2 years ago, sold 1t baock end joined company as
producer++++ rocket section 100 feet long, 55 feet high bullt+++For earthquake, set 30!
x 30! mounted in whesl, buffered by springs, hit by 18 ton pile-driver+++Astronomer
s-f suthor kichurdsen {Philip Latham') 'came in for story material...left with enough
..to last him a ysar'+++EBonestell painting of Zyra 15 feet long, 5 feet highkskxxxxkkx




Robert Heinlein's 'Green Hills of Barth'{Shasta 4
#3.00), 2nd in the 'Future History' series, has
urrived, exhibits asgain the smooth, immensely '
knowledgeable, realistic style that toek him
from 'pulps' to !'slick' 'zines.

¢ the for-=Tigler', 'Spacejockey', 'The Long Wetch', 'Gentlemen, Be Seated', 'The
siack Pits of Luna', 'It's Great to be Baock', 'We also Walk Dogs', (included in the
series for the first time), 'Ordeal in Space', 'Logic of Empire' and the cover yarns’

Only two of these are from ASF, the rest are from *'SATEVEPOST' and
other: 'slick' sources. Cover by Rogers,

[ 'Space on My Hands' (Shasta, $2.50) festures 9 of Fredric Brown's waokier
ieces of s-f in its 224 peges, including the famous 'Star Mouse', 'Nothing Sirius,!
the only good story 'Capt. Future' ever published), others from TWS ('Pi in the Sky'

ete. ) and more off-trail sources, plus a genuinely funny jacket by Malcolm Smith.
e . Noted deteotive nuthor Brown admits in the introduction that s-f gives

“him more Satisfaction in writing then aeny other fiction. These particular stories are

ot the whole 1st class 'zine stories, but whether they have the lasting velue deserve
ing of hard-covers depends on how much §2.50 means to you.

i . 'Beyond Infinity' by Robert Spencer Carr, (Fantesy Press, ﬁ?.?ﬁ), is the
rosult of a SATEVEPOST author descending to s-f. That is, writing sliok as oiled ice,
Russian villains, science sub- more than super. Best of the 4 stories included is the
cover yern, ooncerning a FIL space-ship. 811 the stories have elements of originality,
but Ven Vogt needn't worry....nor need any other s-f writer.

'Seeds of Life' by John Taine (Fantasy Press, §2.76) is reprinted from
the Fall '31 'Amazing Juarterly'. The plot stends up well, but frequent 'author-int-
rusion' dates the writing style to an even eurlier era., Minutely detailed, it tells of
a eclumsy laboratory assistant whose blundering with & super X-ray machine turns him
into a coldly logicel genius, und of his experiments in artifictal evelution and deg-
eneration, radio-transmission of power, etc. Nobody goes further from Eerth than e
top floor, the villain gets the girl, and the story's still interesting after 20 yrs.

Amongst future books announced in the US aore the
following reprints:- 'Black Star Pagses' (J.W.Cemp-
bell, 'Amazing <.), 'Red Peri' (Weinbnum, ASF eto),
'Conjure Wife' (Leiber, 'Unknown'), 'Gray Lensman',
Smith, ASK).
Future new books include Sprague de Camps 'lost Cope
tinents' (non-fiction) and 'Bevond These Walls'. by
one Rena M.Vale, announced by Shaesta as the 's-f
discovery of the decade' !

BRITISH BOOKS AND KEPRINTS

'Day of the Triffids' (Miochael Joscph, 10/6d) by
D ) ol " John Wyndham' (John Beynon Harris) was Daily Graph- ||
K= 'ﬁﬁ ic Book of the Month for August, is so good that
' s : . even the other reviewers: .. commented favorably.
A well told yarn whose plot, of mobile vegetables who become a deadly memace when
the human race is suddenly blinded,iz ~riginal if-elightly overloaded with disasber,
it should now be reposing on your bookshelf. Definitely recommended!

v

‘The Stur Kings' (Muscum Press 8/6) by Edmond Hemilton, e better-than-
usual space-opera roprinted from '2 Comp. Science & Adventure Books'(or SCAB), is
also availuble in & pocket-book edition (U.S.).

'Princess_of the stom' (Boardman, 8/6d) by Ray Cummings, was terrible

when first printed in '29, and now it shows its age too. Also available in a P.B. ed.

oritisn publication of 'ithe wartian Chronicles', retitled 'The Silver
wocusts' (Hart-Davis, 12/6d) by Ray Bradbury, brought an 860 word essay from Christ-
opner i....wood,in the austere' 'Observer} on Bradbury and !Science Fiction' (in.caps)
(Sept 16th}.Additional meteriwl 1inks theseparately published stories of Mars into
a fairly continuous narrative which.is either heavily overwritten or refreshingly
stylish, depending upon the readern. This book is oompletely reprinted in e v. S.
pocket book edition. You takes your choice and you pays your moneye. ...«

GROUNDS FOk alN »~RGUMENT DEPARIMENT " Tn rival Wells in this line is not an uncommon
ambition, and it seems curious that both authors and public fail to realise that the
bottom dropped out of the market in 1914, The element of "scienoe-fantasy" really
played quite a small part in the success of Wells's novels; the real point ef them
was a wrenching disturbance of ordinary life.......¥Wells's success+...has never

been repsated, and can now never be approached." ('New Statesman Reviewer)
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CONGRATULATIONS tu Joyce and Ken Slater om the arrivel of ?f\ N {jﬁi’ b3
a young fan in the family, end our best wishes to Joyce on a quiokfkﬁ&égiytfﬂ A
recovery. Young Michael Slater was the reason why J. & K. souldrht V05 ol oBg sy
come to the Infernotional Convention, but we'll forgive him..,.. &1s0 in the list ¥Br
$FN's metaphorioul christening gift ( silver spoon with embossed BEM's) are young sens

EGOBOO

Ken Slater has also recently produced the 'Operation Fantest Handbook', a direct-
ory of deulers, organisations, etc., invaluable to the newcomer to fandom and useful to
the old=timer who womts to keep all his addresses together.

Recent change of address has been that of Britains cldest s-f dealers, S-F.Ser-
vige of Liverpocl, who have now opened a shop and run the 'Milcross Book Service' from
2% Brownlow Hill, Liverpool 3. Best wishes to Leslie J. and. Frank ¥.

algn Hunter , of 124, Belle Vue Koad, Southbourne, Bournemouth has organised a
FPantasy art Society for fantusy artists collectors and enthusiasts, will also produce
Fantusy Culendars, postcards, bookplates; ete. The Society has just issued its first
leaflet, dealing with the newly wstablished art Bureau., Write to Alan for full details.

Bradford Central Library has nsked Derck Pickles to arrange an sxhibition of
s-f there from October 1st till after the NEGON ( Are YOU going?) . As far as we know
this is the first time this sort of exhibition has been arranged in Britain, tho' the
Public Libraries in the vicinity of Fantusy Bookshop in London have terrific amounts
of U.8. s-f, and tho Oxford 8t. bookshop whers fun Eric Williams is employed had a
window display of s-f lafely.

First meeting of the 'winter season' at the White Horse' on Sept. 13th saw over
40 "Lohdon Circle-itocs' present, including 6 new visitors. Amongst those present was
'fionder® editer smike Teaulby, guiding E.E. Smith around London. WHO? Na, not Dr. ....
this was Blizubeth Evelyn of Hew York, fan who is familiar to us under en improbable
pseudenyms. Attempts by smitten Londoners to waylay guardian Mike in a dark corner and
slug him were unsucecssful. another outof-town visitor has been Fred Robingon of Cardiff,
4t present working on the 1st (?) iWelsh faznzine, and RAF regular George Glover got a
crafty 48 from his Somerset drome in time to see de Camp on the 8th.

Reports from the US stete that the Dienetic movement is splitting into a number
of splinter groups, that the Los Angeles (central) Foundetion is felding, that L.Ron
Hubbard is being divorced by his second wife, who alleges that he is insene..» (50 did
his first)...and whole set<up is collupsing.in a mess of engrams.

Our deepest symputhies to brilliunt Slunt artist Jomes White, suffering from eye-

strain. Funny..it was brother artistfﬁho did recent cartoon of Walt Willis for 'Wuandry'

ARTHUR C.CLakKE

In re. 'future developments' on page 3, we can now stute that 'Picture Post' will
run & lavishly illustruted review of 4CC's fortheoming 'Exploration of Space! ( Temple
Pross 12/6d) tho! unfortunstely none of its 4 colour plates will be reproduced in colours
Tllustrated by R,a.Smith aund Leslie Curr, the book is somewhat less teehnical thin ACC's
tInterplanectary Flight', is a superlative effort which should get this years Fantasy
Award in non-fiction. It should be out within two or thres weeks.

Wie have no news regarding the publishing of 4CC's s-f 'Sands of Mars' ot present,
tho' its US publisher announces their edition for early '5Z.

8,C.C. had a long articlc in Sunday Times (Sept 18th) in conmection with the
recent 2nd International Astronsutics Congress, arranged in London by the B.1.S. Exten-
sively reported in the national press; one hopes it will huve removed forever the mess
ignoranee concerning I.P. flight and indeed, astronomy in general. ( Len Borston reports
that a hotel-roceptionist gazed open-mouthed utthe working model of the Solar System in
the Dome of Discovery, asked him whether they resally existed or were they something like
this spiritualist business?)

Several, s-f fens,inzluding Messrs Bulmer,Clarke,Duerr,Temple,Rattipan, Nan Phill-
imore, and of course, officials Gillings and Fears, attended the Congress during the
summing-up sessions on Sept. 8th, saw exhihition of mstronatic photos and models organ-
ised by 'Daily Express', plus B8 ft high map of Moon . Tone of the Congress was generally

T

tachnical, but delegate firom Spain broke down and meéntioned s-f. and Lt. Commander ("1



Funny..it

(«uotes, Notes. News and Keviews. Cont.):

am here only as a private individuul.") Durant of the 1,500 strong American Rocket
Society, praised the technical soundness of ‘Project Mars', story of 1984 (sic) by
Germun rocket expert to be published in Germany in New Year, later in U,8. .or hore,

dost distinguished visitor was Professor Hermann Oberth, one
of the greut pioneers of astronautics, designer of space-ship for 'Frauw im donde'..

Por salc st the Conjress wer: post-card pictures from 'Comquest
of Space’, 'Exploration of Spece', "Lestination Mucn', of an A4 rocket on mobile
launching rack, craters on Mocn and Barth from 57 miles altitude. Information re.
the BIS can be eobtained from tecretary, 157, Friary Road. London, S.E.185.

Noted: good write up by Charles Davy in ‘Observer'...he also
had article on s-f soae months 8g0 . .«..... fantasy reader or opcen-minded ?

MAGAZINES

Newcomer to B.R.F.'s, ‘Marvel Science Storios' reprints recent
US edition complete to readers letters, ‘at Z/L. The now-pocket-size U.S5. ed. has
shown preat improvement lately, last ish. tc hand (August) having novels by Jonesw
and Lathwm, other yarns by Van Vogt, Leinster, Neville and Peter Phillips, plus
another symposium . {Judith Merril, Willy Ley, Williem Tenn debite objective of
first spucc-ship)...all this und & Bok cover tool ’

BRE 'Mechenix Illustrated' (No 10) features Tinsley i1lls-d
article on 'How slen of Ucher Planets will Look' ({(ans: Awful!))}, quotes extensivsly
from J. W Campbell but munages to remain 3rd rate. Also noted:- LOOK, August 2nd,
with Bonestell illo'd article on rrtificicl satellites. Incidentelly, we dated the
ish. with s~f article wrongly in last SFN...should have becn May 21siw.this does
not co-incide with our Intecrnational Edition of that date.

Wolcome back to photogravure section in ASF also extrae size,
helping us beur increased sub., now 3 5.00 per yesr..,.3/- per ¥sh. or E/Bd per ish-
on two-year rate. Once again:~ You CAN get a sub. at thesc prices by wupplying to
your local P.0O, for an Appliceation-Form-For-an-Internationalecdoney-Order. send it
with definite proof {c<ntents page) of amount required tnithe address
the P.0. will give ysu. .If you wish to study writers market, sor science articles,
give that as reason. When approved applicaticn is returned, tuke to PO, und shelil
out. They'1l send it for gou. Then notify 'zine to which.yeu're. subbing that your
money is on its way. lhese'll be u J~month delay befor your ist issue arrives,but
you should get ancknowleagement sconer. Lhe lest issuz of & sub.con.{ins & renewal
form, which cun be used us proof when going throug) tiie routine again, -

Also noteworthy..Sepb..issue was aSF'S 280th (totting up,
we find 243 in the collection..are losing hope of getting
remainder! ).

Tho 'Magazine of Fantusy snd Scilence Fiction' continues
t3 be its superlative self, last:issue to hand (august),
having a Bonestell cover,, & satiriecal space ~war y arn
by arthur C.Glarke,a new story by Gerald Heard, fantusies
by Kobert Arthur, Curtis, ete.,. This is the only magaozine
to keep consistontly high quality in both s<f und fant«sy
and is well worth getting. :

With the resding sceson approaching, odd 1/64 's-f' PB's
emerge. “rom under....4'in the last 10 days, not counting
Vargo Statten's rogular appearance. deanwhile, the better
zines continue....next 'Hova’ publicstion should be 'Sci-
e¢nce Fantrsy 37, with wunother exotic Bull cover, und Clo-
tnier has good spuce-ship scene on next NW. Last ish. wus
noteworthy in selling most yet {that cover .?), alsorfor
genuinely humevrous 1st story by Boyesen.

‘Science Filction sionthly’has gone buck to old title (Na's
L& 2,) of'' Authentie Science Fiction' with current ish.
{Nt.1%)... mighty inconsiderate-we can't contract it to
AJF )

\\ Sign of the times..'Mews Chronicle', on augs <4Qth,started
w week serial,ilfugitive City',by Ritchie Ualder,,concern-
TERRY TEEVES ing super-scientific city under Antartics....replete with
\\ pre-1935 plot, all the lutest headline inventions from
- “ utomic submarines to controlled mutstions. Net lebelledd
STEP HOCLKET 'For Children Only', but it should. have been......

FORLACOMING .« v v - Kamslev s-asewoonsru PB's forecast in last issue of SFN should be



"RuPINE s« ND “URDER, YOU &ARE WELCOME
T O Oueveodst (Titus andronicus', by the Bard of aVOW)
SFN COwWPSTIEION N~ 1.

Editor Don follheim of 'AVON FANTASY'. 'AVON S-F', '20 STORY FANTASY', eto.,
hus a precdilection ror cover pictures commonly kncwn as 'sexy'. We admit that this
art-form has its points,and stops the 'zine from looking bare, but recent editoriel
title chaages...'Flight on Iitan' reprinted as 's Man, % Maid, and Seturns Temptation',
'ilo Place like Earth' as 'lyrant and Slave Girl on Pleret Venus', etc., etc., are
obviously aimed less ut followers of the american way of Life than of La Vie Parisi-
enmne.

TS.F.N.', always ready to sread s-f, even amongst pornography hunters, would
likebo muke Wollheims task sasier. We therefore offer a small prize ( a Bradbury P.B.)
for the best set of four well known stories, short or booklength, retitled in the Woll-
hneim manner... e.g., 'hlice in dionderland' as ' A Maid in a Fantastic Underworld!,
'Galactic Putrol' as 'lhe Kinnison -Report', 'Children of the Lens' as 'Their Love
Spanned the universes', and that famous classic, 'Lust and First den'.

Llosinyg date is November 1st, all entries should be printuble, and a copy of t he
competbition report wiil be sent to liollheim. Results and report next issue.

Ak kKt K ot A R Kok M ek R AR K K K R K R W A K K R K K R K M g K Kb Kb W K Hh K KoK Ko K ok K K K ok
(quotes, WNotes, News and Keviews. Gont.) -

out end of this month (September).»»xTed Carnell is editing new 10-story British anthol-
ogy for British book publishers*x Gnome Press announce resumption of 'rantasy Calendar in

1962+x#x Gxgect twe new British s-f zines in the near futurex*xsx

VEW sND FORLHCUMING BKITISH BOOAS

~The following arce announced for publication:- 'Men of Uther Planets', by Kenneth
Heuer (Gollance, 12/6d), semi-scientific survey of probable life that may be encountermd
Blsewhers....Groff Conklin degcribed US edition as 'containing & great deal that is plain
nonsense' (technically, 'morleying‘)****'The Last Kevolution', by Lord Dunsany,(Jarrolds,
9/6), fantasy of machines revolting *«xx*'ihat Lreams May Come', (barrie, 10/6d) collec-
tion of Cynthia Asquith's ghost storigs#w*s#» 'Dragons in aAmber', by Willy Ley (Sidgewick "
and Juckson /beginning to be our favorite publishers! / at 21/- ((1)) ), subtitled
'Farcher, adventures of 4 Homantic Naturalist', follows 'Lungfish and the Uaicorn' on the
side of zoology that borders mythology#x+*xtiamish nuamilton arnounce another collection
of Charles .i.ddam's gruesome cartoons, 'wonster kally' @ 12/6d****** 'The Arm of Mrs Bgan®
by the late wik.darvey, collection of 16 weirds coming from Dent & 9/6 *¥*** 'HMore Than
deets the hye' (Evans, 12/6d) by James. Langham, with a foreword by Dunsany, is a non-
fiction work on ghosts, poltergeists, telepathy, other extra-sensory, extra-physicyl phuon-
omenaxx*** 'pearful Pleasures' by a. k. Goppard, weirds already published by srkham House,
here by Peter Nevill @ 11/6d**** 'Kockets and Jets', by Marie Neurath, astronautics for
the kiddies (Parrish 6/~ and 7/6d)****hell & Son announce for the Kew Year, 'dathematics,
ueen and Servant of the Sciences', by Professor E.1,Bell, (better known in s-f circles
6s ‘John Luine')

MORE BGOBLO

Derek Pickles (what, agein!) is #etting married 22nd December, thus ~*taining
another co-worker for ’pht'...we wish the heppy pair all thebest and happy duplicating=x
*++x Kobert Conguest, (see last ish.leocters), writ er of s-f poem for 'Listener' won
peetry prize in Festival competitisn#xx+* former actifans C.3.Youd and John Burke have
new s-f novels published soon**+% semi-London Circle-ite ¥adeleine dontalban has a s-f
cum mystic serial ('#War Lord of vVenus') running in ‘London Life! ssx#%

wewantyourpersonelnewssenditinwewantyourpersonalviewssendtheminwewantyourquotessendthemin
CLBay UP OF OLD SCRAPS DEPsRTMENT (or QUOTES WE CaN'l FIND ROOW FOK OThERAISE)

"set 3 finishes with Big Foot's ndmirers covered with blood and falling to the
floor in a faint. after universal and unprecedented success in the lottery in which
nll the chsreacters, including the Curtgins, become millionaires, Let 4 ends with the fumes
of ehipped potatoes filling the room until complete suffocstion follows".
koland Penrose's synopsis of Picasso's play 'Desire Caught by the Tail'.
(( Lhe 'Curtains' referred to are, of course, the Stage Curtains. ED.))

"williamson begam each story by putting his nero in the approximate position of
a 70 year old paralytic in a plaster cast who's required to do battle with a sabre-tooth.’
tiger....and, there being no place to go from there, kept him in the samc predicament
tnroughout the story, only adding an extra fang from time to time.
Vamon andght, reviewing 'humanoids' in *worlds Beyond' KIP,

°E4CE IS a RED P OT {Loubt No 30)
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Captain Ken Sleter of BAOR writes:-
/Lets put our backs to the wall and face it......

3 322/ Comfortable? You suprise mel

Ko P . &g founder member, etec., of the SFS, let me be ons of
‘\ : 7 the first to admit that it has been a glorious...flog.
AR ,/// ;;;f/ 2 Perhaps it would have been more successful if the
N =. 3 &J 'flaming enthusiasm' (thenks for them kind words) with

which 1 originally conceived the thing had continued to
keep it warmed up, but the long-range at which I should have had to handle it prevented
me from even trying to do it myself.

I still recall the afternoon we (the original com.) spent hammering the table
in Owen Plwaridge's house. Actually, I can recall the excellent tea Mrs Plumridge gave us
with much greater ease than any of the conversation, but still I recaill we hed doubts,
even then,

lhat is where I handed over (?) the SFS to it's foster-parents. 50 odd members
at 5/- was the soore, I think. Not bad for a start. But unfortunately most of the orig-
inal committee had demands on their time and pefsons that prevented 'fem operating, and
the SFS steggered, wabbled and wilted into tire haends of you two folk, Well, you've done
your best, 1 know. Eight NEWS and sundry bits. The best thing you ever did was the ASF
sub-scream.

But I agree that apart from the 'Good Thing To Have' feeling, there is little
to it. Frankly, I am suprised that it has held together so long.

Let me admit that I am not without bleme-- I have openly and blatantly ignored
the existence of such an organisation, after my first frantio endeavours to start it.
Inat is a fault of both omission and commission. ((Ouch! ED.))

Nose. British fandom flatly refuses tp be organised. Chapmdn and Smith both
warned me. So did meny other folk., But there ain't no proof like tasting, and brother,
it tastes foull

So let's hide the body, shall we?

but let me say that I have solved the secret of'organising' fandom, in OPIR-
alION FANPAST, You don't 'organise' them, you just tell 'em. Then they either do, or
they don'te 1t is simple-- I've found fans who yglory in work, and so they work--for
their own and other people's benefit. 41l O.F. does is 'liamise'. See our HANDBOOK for
full deteils: There is Versk Pickles, assisted most ably by sister Mavis, distributing,
news-clipping and book-researching. alan hHunter in Bournemouth, frantieally trying to
dig up the British funartists und put 'em to work. Fred Hobinson in Cerdiff, binding.
Binding books and mags, not just binding, of course. Peter Hallifax , surrounded by
index files and cards, trying to find fans with mutual tastes, and putting them in
contact, (Not always mutual, at that. Seems there are some male fens who want to know
female fans, and female fans who want to lkmow male fans. Those are opposite tastes--
or are they?)

Okey, end I've made something of O.F. (I think and hope) at the expense of
energy I should have put into the SFS. well, to pay for my erime, if there are any SFS
members who are not also OF members, end who would like to drop me a card, I'11 put 'em
down for a yearls free membership of O.F. Frankly, I cen't do it for all the folk who
are both SFS and O.F, members-- I ain't no millionaire, but at least that is a token
offer to ease my conscience (says he).

From fans who are willing to work, for little or no profit, I'd like to hears
Bspecially those with typers and/or duplicators. 1've an immense smount of material that
requires stencilling for distribution to fandom. Uhecklists and so on. I'1l supply the
material, and they'll get a share of the profits, if eny., At lecast they get free member-
ship in accordance with work dones i

Guess that closes it, so adios, Fantastieally, ‘hﬁh\

(( suny fhanks, Ken. The secret is, then, to erganise...but only half-ae-dozen. We live
and learn. Your offer of free membership is appreciated, tho' there must be very few
fens who are not in contact with OF .in some way. See you at the NECON? AVC,

DyRING THRE SPENGILLING OF THlIs SFN, WE'YW E FOUND
A NEw NETHOD OFPCOLQUR REGISTERy WATCH FOR XIT IN

v»Ue URE LSs UE S.
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TREASURERS REFPORT

Fellow ex-members,

During its life the Science Fantasy Society did much
To carry on the work of the BFS and antecedent societies, the 'gospel' hag been spread
and many useful 'converts® to-the field have been contacted. However, owing to oirc-
umstances detailed elsewhere, the Society hes now ceased, end as Hon. Treasurer I must
present the finalised acoounts to you.

1 am sorry to have to report that the SFS has paid out during its life
the sum of £ 31-1-8d, and received in the samepericd the sum of £23%-9-8d. This means
that Vincent Llarke and myself have made up the deficit, to the amount of £7-12-0d,
from our own pockets. We do not regret this, please understand that, and are nct part-
icularly interested in recovering the smount at present.

I must, as retiring Breasurer, (Hon.) , pay tribute to Owen Plumridge,
who, until pressure .ol business forced him to resign, handled the acocounts with
commendable skill, and to.other Committee members of the Sooiety who during its eerly
stages were able to give their time so willingly.

Vincent and myself have had some fun and plenty of headaches, and help
has been forthcoming generously from the regular 'old puard'. But now we must look to
the future, and give all possible help to the SFNews, which as a private venture under
the aegis of the 'Epicentre' is now the only s-f news 'zine published in Englend.

Thenk you all for your support. Any further information will be gladly
supplied from the'Epicentre!.

H.&en Bulmer. Hon. Treasurer.
22nd September, 1951.
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Owing to Ye Ed. obtaining new employment, which, temporarily, means
25 hours travelling per day, this 'SFN° has been finished about two weeks after 'dead-
line', the first 4 sheets having been duplicited in the first fortnight of September.

- This final 'Stop Press' is being typed on October 3rd. We have therefore regretfully

decided to curtail the letters section, (tho' non-dating ones will be :< published in
the fmas issue) as we feel that we must finish this issue before our earliest news
becomes entirely out of date. Wwe do sppreciate hearing from those of you who have
written, and will reply as soon as this News is posted out.

Several' forthcoming events’ forecast within have now taken place, The
most interesting is probably thé appearance of the 1/6d Kemsley PB's ('John Carstairs’
'Flight Into Space', 'Kid From Mars' and 'Sunken World') as announced in our last
issue. Again we must regret that better stories could not have started the series.

Arthur C.CLurke's 'Explotation of Space' has new appeared, as has
the review in ‘'Picture Post'. The latest BRE is now 'Future Fiction' No 1, at 1/84,
completely reprinting the US edition, and another 'Weird Tales' BRE has alst app-
eared. 'New Worlds' No 12 is now out, also a number of mediocre PB's .

'"Prenistoric Women', a film about them, was unable to get a West-End
showing, but has been seen. irn the suburbs by strong-minded fans. 'Man From Planet X
has been delayed in its West Bnd showing.

'Galaxy' has been bought, and Gold retained as editor...general format
will be as usual for a few issues, then 'improvements' will be instituted. No oomment.
sicanwhile, unless you're a completist collector, don't bother about 'Galaxy Novels
No 6', '"The alien', by Raymond ¥.Jones, which gains the Null-Oscar as the worst-
printed, worst written yarn by Haymond. worst written for Galaxy and most-uneven
story we've ever read in a re_utable 'zine.

'GO', 3/6d 'zine for the travelled, leisurely, (and wealthy) classes,
reviews the latest s-f novels in its October-November issue in an article .'STF, or
The Spacemen Are Coming To Town', by Leonard Russell. Kussell got some facts from
the 'White Horse' (which is mentioned), some from the 'LIFE' article!, writes a
reasonably good description of the field as & whole, tho' some facts are inaccurate.

Bill Temple's !'4 Sided-Triangle ' has had another terrific write-up
in the US, this time in ASF........

The two projected “ritish 'zines are alresdy reduced to one, which is
now a virtual certeinty. It will be similar to the 'Megazine of S-F and Fantasy' in =
poelicy, reprinting stories by established authcrs, and new efforts by modern mastera.

Bric Benteliffe, (47, £11dis Street, Woodsmoor, Stockport, Ches. )
writes to sey that tastroneer’ a new fanzine issued by the N.S.F.C. is nearly-
ready. Erio waxes enthusmastic over the art-work. News of this and other fanzines
is always welocome in SFN (The Independant News Zine!) .

Some news from the 'Science Fiction hssociation' has come in, but
net encugh to publish. iore next ish.

ERRaTA in this SFN.......Use of blue peper for interior....scrry,
everybsdy, but we didn't know it was so poor. Never again {for interior, anyway!)
Bottom of fourth page, for 'mounted in wheel', read 'mounted on wheels'.....
#x#«PUBLISHED AT 'THE EPICENTRE'. KNOGN TO IT'S NEIGHBOURS ~ND THE P.Q. AS

84, Drayton Park, Highbury, London, N.S5.
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